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▪ GESIS Use Case: The PID Registration service for 
variables 
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▪ Future use cases for PIDs on variable level
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Use cases in a nutshell

Institution 
name

DZHW | German Center 
for Higher Education 
Research and Science 

Research (DZHW)

GESIS | Leibniz 
Institute for the 
Social Sciences

GESIS harmonization tools

DIW | German 
Institute for 

Economic Research

Qualiservice | 
University of Bremen

GESIS QuestionLink
ONBound - Old and new 

boundaries: National 
Identities and Religion

Harmonizing and 
synthesizing 

partnership histories

Project / 
Study

HEADS - Higher 
Education Analytical 

Data System

Gesis Data 
Archive

QuestionLink 
Harmonisation tool

ONBound 
Harmonisation Wizard

HaSpaD -
Harmonising and 

synthesising 
partnership histories

German Socio-
Economic Panel 

Study (SOEP-Core)

Qualiservice as part 
of QualidataNet from 

KonsortSWD

Attributes Survey variables Survey variables Survey variables Survey variables Survey variables Survey variables Qualitative data files

PIDs uses 
cases

Variables in datasets; 
differentiation 

variables: complex 
system including one 
content (dependent 
variable) plus several 

independent variables 
to differentiate this 

dependent variable by 
subgroups;

Variables in 
large datasets 
from national 

and 
international 

studies

Variables from GESIS and 
third-parties collections 

(NEPS and SOEP) for 
harmonization purposes. 

Political interest pre-
harmonized variables. 

Some surveys only have 
one variable name across 

several years, whereas 
other surveys have 

different variable names 
per wave.

Variables from third-
parties collections for 

harmonization 
purposes; Religion and 
Nation in Constitutions 

Worldwide, Religion 
and State Project, 

Church Attendance 
and Religious; United 
Nations: Demographic 

Statistics Database

Variables from 
third-parties 

collections for 
harmonization 

purpose; The survey 
programs include 
Panel Analysis of 

Intimate 
Relationships and 
Family Dynamics s

Assign a PID for 
each variable 

from the SOEP-
Core v37. SOEP-

Core 
doi:10.5684/soep

-core.v37o

Assign a PID for 
qualitative data, 

organized in files or 
dataset, regarding 

Transcripts, 
translation, 

audiovisual and 
context material for 

doctor-patient-
interaction videos 

observed

Variables 
#

Depend on the user 
selection

507.642 68 750
Depend on the user 

selection
101.574 N/A

https://www.dzhw.eu/gmbh/index_html
https://www.gesis.org/home
https://paneldata.org/soep-core/
https://www.qualiservice.org
https://www.gesis.org/angebot/daten-aufbereiten-und-analysieren/question-link
https://www.gesis.org/en/services/processing-and-analyzing-data/data-harmonization/onbound
https://www.gesis.org/en/services/processing-and-analyzing-data/data-harmonization/harmonizing-and-synthesizing-partnership-histories
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Use Case

▪ PIDs for more than 500,000

variables from 6,500 national

and international studies

covering various topics in the

Social Sciences, Economics, and

Behaviour Sciences.
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GESIS Use Case: Citation of variables

FAIR:  Findability, Accessibility, 

Interoperability, and Reusability

GESIS Data Archive documents surveys incl. variables and 
questions level in DDI

•Documentation

•DOI 
Registration

Study 
•Documentation

•PID 
Registration

Variable
•Documentation

•Potential PID 
Registration

Question

GESIS 
Search



GESIS Search
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GESIS USe Case: Citable Variable
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Future uses of variable PIDs
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FAIR data access with R: DataFrame
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dataFrame <-

read.csv("http://10.6.xx.yy:8100/getDataByStudyId?studyId=https%3A%2F%2F

search.gesis.org%2Fresearch_data%2F ZA7686", sep = "\t")



11

Variables in 
tabular data 
format

Data formats: initial approach 
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FAIR data access with R: Variable

vec <- read.csv("http://10.6.xx.yy:8100/getDataByListOfVariablePIDs?
variables=https://search.gesis.org/variables/exploredata-
ZA7703_Varpre010j")



What do you need todo?

▪ Document your variables

▪ Create a new metadata field for PIDs

▪ Register the variable with the mandatory metadata

▪ Store the PID in the metadata
▪ Make your variables searchable incl. a landing page
▪ Create a citation format
▪ Future: Open up your data
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