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PsychData, huh? 

An archive of primary research data in psychology 
 
– Acquisition 

 
– Documentation 

 
– Preservation (long-term archiving) 

 
– Access (distribution) 

 
– Direct research support 
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PsychData  
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/caro6302/3594867303 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/krooooop/6148883598/ 

Small Selective 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelkeen/3013148802/ 

unique populations 

unique times 

not easily reproducible 

scientific value 



Two Levels of Metadata 
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Codebook 

Research Data 

Codebook 

Research Data 

Codebook 

Research Data 

Codebook 

Research Data 

Study-level metadata 

Codebook-level metadata 

Study 



Structure of PsychData DOIs 
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10.5160/psychdata.fgjn93fr19 

Publication agent 
ZPID 

PsychData dataset id human readable suffix 



Simple PHP script for generating the XML files 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/yanec/320820192/ http://www.flickr.com/photos/lambdageek/40535379/ 

PsychData-DB da|ra XML 



Resulting da|ra XML Metadata 
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Update process 
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Updating is a Manual Process 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/alanenglish/3587404623/ 
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Outlook 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ecstaticist/2594964212/ 



Outlook and future challenges 

Granularity 
Versions 
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Granularity 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dancentury/4579906149/ 



PsychData‘s data model 
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Longitudinal study 

Study Study Study 

Study 

Codebook 

Data 

Codebook 

Data 

Codebook 

Data 

Codebook 

Data 

identified by DOI 

Codebook 

Data 

not yet 
identified by DOI 



Outlook and future challenges 

Granularity 
Versions 
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Granularity 

Versioning 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows 
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Process 
Automating the Update Process 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/chrischesher/5148340598/ 



Thank you! 
 

PsychData team: Ina Dehnhard, Armin Günther, Günter 
Krampen, Peter Weiland, Erich Weichselgartner 

 
 
 

http://www.psychdata.de  

Partly funded by the German Research Foundation 

Member of the German Data Forum 
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User of the da|ra  
registration infrastructure 

Using DOIs to cite and  
link to research data 

http://www.psychdata.de
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